It  other  times  they  go  to  silly  metaphorical  extremea, 

For  1 oat  a nee  , fu 

Bvowna  the  olnletera  are  restralns^^f rom  teaching  their  true 
)Doiiili«m«a  beliefs.  "Hencei  It  can  be  said  that  the  greatest 
enemies  of  t mlnlatersm  are  the  church  boards  and  the  lay 
bodlea  which  ere  staffed  by  the  community's  political  leaders."  (267) 


Similarly, 


All  ministers  emphasize  the  theological  points  that  dlatlnculsh 
their  doctrine  from  t ne  others  and  highlight  these  differences 
as  the  badge  of  their  church.  Theology  Itself,  then,  becomes 
an  organizational  device  for  holding  and  recruiting  members 
and,  as  such.  It  becomes  a branch  of  administration.  (233) 


This  Is  a curious  atatement  on  several  counts.  For  one  thing. 

It  assumes  that  theology  has  not  previously  been  "an  organlzstloel 

device  for  holding  and  recruiting  members",  a point  which  I am 

,1 1 B ni'tja ---  And  If  that  maxes  It  a "branch 

of  administration,"  them  so  Is  anything  that  maintains 

assoclatlonal  loxyalt les--  the  flower  bed  that  epelle  out  a firm’s 

Initials,  BT  a plngpong  table  near  the  company  cafeteria,  or 
a company 

a secretary’s  recurrent  smile. 


2,13/6 


2,14/7 


account  of  the  iapr*  decay 


The  Implication  here  Is  that  the  social  *e 


he  "social  Religion"  that  he  serves  up 


to  his  parishioners  Is  not  compatible  with  Christianity.  tx 


minister  Is 


\1a^  V[W  j^la^K  A(fi[a^L2<(-. 
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T v^ajub*' 

They*  clslco  that  It  la  '-jagg^Wa  int,:»rrry^  of  fartnera  to  have 

the  agricultural  couraea  taught.  Yet  if  tiMvynvSnt  the  youth  xtl 

go  to  worlt  in  faetorlepaa  claimed  ,^lt  la  "to  their  Intereat" 

•T^  .^A,  wta<ir 

JfTo 


about  as  ouch  as  -i-f  u 


2< 

C-SAC^ 


nb  Ruaeia . 


the  group's  position 
Rather,  nolraseovBvirtBwnnuiwvmava  determines  a patterned  advocacy. 

.make  clear  the  difference  between 
-While  thinkera  of  the  leftVoften/oeBWoiiwfii  these  two  things, 

Xejile 


Vidich  and  Benamsn  do  not 


«vl» . 
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i 


t % 


Interpretive 


colorat lone 


at 


times  approach  doublet'lkt 
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community  but  rather  the  whole  trend  Jith 

re^Usuf  poUtU.Ur,  tsUe,  on  on  bis  sdverssr,  the  .ajor 

row"!'”L:j  ?r?t?s'^rb^:^^rur.?iLTbj?rs'..b-^ 

-crrornuriirrh^ib-L^^  !'o  ’ ■ ? r L 

functlonlns  reesrdless  of  the  stresses  snd  strains  under 
Which  it  operates.  (282-3) 


Itt  16  very  enlightening  to  learn  that  »i.4eieg**»^aiy 
finally  and  qulntessent lally  theae  men  are  romantlce.  However, 
insofar  as  we  still  do  not  know  whether  the  true  reallats  are 
world  Faderallsta  or/logft-for-Prealdent  party,  our  enUghtenment 
has  not  carried  ua  very  far.  snd  perhapa  we  ahould  wait  to  x 
accept  this  new  usage  until  the  picture  clears  a little. 


mav 

TheaeAeem  like  captious,  4 ut  rl  i.  , philosophical  argumentsii. 

But  a sociological  study  is  something  to  be  taken  literally,  mr 

1 with  its  metaphors  ttutitij  clearly  circumscribed.  If,  as  in  this 

5afi/ol»3fSt?  V 

case,  metaphor  poses  as  stark  fact,  w3  are  going  to  have  more 
g trouble  st  literal  communication  than  we  do  at  present, 
a development  not  to  be  welcomed. 
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Having  regularlyviialgned  papers  on  defined  topics  was,  to 
»y  surprise,  a very  good  thing.  It  helped  me  In  my  writing  of  them 
mwowarninm  by  supplying  clear  matters  a requiring  research,  while 
not  being  long  enough  to  arouse  ego-involvement  and  consequent 
resentment  of  the  restrictions.  More  Importantly,  It  raised  my 
opinion  of  certain  other  membersa  of  the  seminar  from  sjiUivrt*. 
contempt  to  grave  exasperation,  thereby  lowering  my  sense  of  pant 
departmental  persecution  relative  to  the  other  graduate  students 
by  about  20$.  It  was  a ahocls  to  learn  that  people  Incapable  of 
oral  expreealon  except  by  shibboleth  and  repetition,  or  of  the 
aural  reception  of  new  Ideas  except  from  designated  asP  official  , 

sources,  were  In  fact  * capable  of  cicarxi  writing  elearfi»and  llterateA 
— e«ot2n22S"^ I / ' 


of  th!  bUarre  stand-talcing  by  certain  members 

he  seminar  could  P wall  have  been  stopped:  i nave  tne  fAstins 
It  waa  axaggaratad  but  I coull  ba  wfona]; 


graduate  atudent  a .a^e  of  uL  .»ri™7faor  ? 
the  llkeirhood  Is  high  that  he  wl  ^ « positive  danger: 

not  Included  In  the  field’s  JtereotvJe  of  t^siJ  the  material 
booulede.  teat  »tu  o„lv  Jeltjjea . 


reason  for 

The  chief  m^mwosawmwatf  such  a seminar--  Indeed  of  graduate  school. 

It  seems  to  me--  Is  not  to  englneer/s®meetlng  of  minds,  which 
In  th»ee  years  of  graduate  study  a I have  never  observed,  but  to  let 
feampsvmVt:  students  ta  hear  professors  say  what  they  would  nevet^ 
dare  or  deign  to  write  down. 

Hence  I would  advocate  much  more  talking  by  the  profeasors, 
of  an  ambulatory,  unconnected,  free-floating  type,  full  of  allusions, 
aadxtiftaaamStnrfe  analogical  Ideas,  end  irefivtninemacDVo  Imprecise 
references  to  other  people's  work. 
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2,6/2 


A number  of  points  of  eioiiiarlty  appeared  In  connection 
with  the  aeeoclatlonal  grouplngB.  particularly  the  school  and 
Churches.  Schools  in  both  towns  are  aeen  aa  being  caught  wtlto 
(owing  to  preaaurea)  with  an  Inappropriate  currlculum.J  and 

rable  end  exposed 


and  of  JSaJllgSnelr  people  vulne 


[)U^ 


^ [“cM  j^l 
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WalHer,  In  Steeltown.  q uotea  a minister  as  saying 
that  he  can  reach  more  people  by  staying  away  from  “isaues  (223>) 


I 


/ 
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interes,  1.  <he  function  of  churches,  sna  on  e.phssl.  on  their 

the  cooounlt,  even  though  » lar.e  nuoCer.  ao  not  pertlclpete. 

.ne  co.oon  to  both  hoove.  Where 

petition  neon,  cnurcnee.  ena  the  epor.alc  ot.retlon.  froo  aeno.- 
tnetton  to  aeno.lnetton  w.thtn  the  town,  Vtatch  ena  Beneoen 
lay  Ereet  e.pheele  on  the  ooretorlu„  thet  prevents  etotl.r 
thlnje  from  heppenlng  In  Bprlngaele. 
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2,7/3 


While  Viaich  and  Bene^ao  ao  not  appea 
Uo,a'3  3,r,.l6r»P«U  -Cion  of  ooolal  clao. . 
.a.,  aaaooiatea  -Uh  .«e  f.oKea  CHy  a.uaua. 


r to  8 ha  re  W.  1* 
tiWByiinieeai*«P* 
they  ao  take  hla 


laea  that  different  claaaea  have 


different  llfe-atrateglea . 
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Cjr'ifi'i.isxvi. 

feel  cellea  upoe  to  erl t UleeH^X^s^Pere  poeelpTrETletereel 
criteria:  to  looH  for  rm*  Inconslatencless  or  exaagers  t Ions 

of  eopnssls  that  overdraw  the  evidence  cited. 


P 


At  Its  best,  for  example  In 
It  Is  itnrn  shrewd,  Insight: 


2, 9 A 

SiDoll  Town  Is  a mixed  blessing, 
ting  of  tluxtosmkxts 

the  anelysls  of  certain  "images," 

and  clear*: 


/ 

I 


£.g.,  'Polks'  Is  a way  of  alluding  to  eealltarlanlmml 

iKigxT  r* 


^ The  self-designation  as  'folk'  Includes  everyone 
In  the  community;  by  Us  generality  of  reference  It 
excludes  neither  the  rich  nor  the  poor,  for  everyone 
can  share  equally  In  the  genuine  x qualities  ascribed 
by  the  term.  ...  To  be  one  of  the  folks  requires  neither 
money,  status,  family  background,  learning,  nor  refined 
manners,  it  is,  in  short,  a way  of  referrlmv  to  the 
eq  uslltarlanlem  of  rural  llfe.^  (29-30) 


Similarly,  there  la  some  semi-interpretive  snslysls  of  la 
a most  Insightful  kind,  lact  with  which  very  few  p could  quibble: 


Separate  urban  images  exist  for  the  various  segments 
Which  epitomize  the  rural  community.  The  farmer  Is 
strong,  self-reliant  sod  capable.  Me  la  warm,  sffectloiate 
and  devoted  but  these  characteristics  are  frequently 
hidden  under  a crusty,  gruff  exterior.  He  Is  a good 
feuslnesaman  and  a sharp  trader  capable  In  the  final 
aoalyels  of  outwitting  others,  especially  the  city  slicker. 

gossips,  community  life  Is  richly  warm 
and  filled  with  a x wide  variety  of  social  interchence, 
gatherings  and  genuinely  apontsneous  eelf-expreseloni 
The  rural  dweller  Is  religious,  moral  end  upright,  though 
capable  of  cuttlng-up"  In  a way  which  Is  both’smuslnam 
/ and  tolerable.  The  villains,  the  sharp-dealers,  the  ' 

i frauds,  when  not  urban  types,  exist  in  order  to  provide 

thep  protagonist  and  the  community  with  an  effective 
demonstration  of  Ita  valuest  In  action.^  (102-3) 


Unfortunately,  this  same  guile  of  literary  exposition 
■ovmsiDCosTitfsmmirfflwfetimwdtovmeiirem  ) / « 

Is.  as  generally  recognized,  a temptation.*'  ^^clle  and  Imaginative 


2,10A 


ratlonalUe  sny  data 

retreatrf-too  ree^U.v 


Into 


"interpretation" 

de«^"^^*^Silcular  roundatlonS'ir-niln.M.l 


ion,  8 
tow^ 


nd  the 
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^?^'^^^^;o“"xJir°Th:“Jl!:rarfmp:rtr:J  ^acTrecade 

iHl  eras:  ...  The  conflict  between  spurloua  and 

="»ur.  appesrat  to  be  a conflict  between  two 
ent  agea  of  'spurious'  culture.  (86) 


2,11/5 


^ KJcre.  SR  1m  e/|?B^'ijffi^. 


itrip\f^  Wpk  ?Rfa 


Vldleb  and  Benontan  vaaartDwaatoAmgTVtt 
appear  to  underline  the  aeoie  point  with  two  contradictory  Itema  of 
evidence:  flrat,  «ipagiwttijta)aeamiioap#niB»tt—iii8aaii»BwAaaeaea»« 
tdsaairapotbap  dedalone  by  the  t village  board  are  "minimized'' 
•tleavla^T  the»  prey  to  HuttinwAai  hy 


, invjglble  frnvernrnftnt  ■ that  " f«.w -_ 

ao  that  "few  items  of  business  outside  of  routine  and  legally 
required  action  ever  reach  the  declslon-msklng  stage"  (112,) 


the 

h.eh,.,  "-"‘-Mohe 
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^saumablv  thi» 

allowing  ^ how  brazA/f 

^ ,e  ehee.e  „ 

this  manner. 


-gw*,  scattered  through  the  text, 

A number  of  overdrawn  point  a ,/ oceas  lonally#axtend  rtiw 

■^In  this  reviewer's 
into  apparent  contradictions  and  grave  mis Interpretat lone 


themselves 


opinio 

» prmxB 


For  example,  the  Intrusion  of  an  economic  tinge  Into  many 
summary  descriptions,  Thus  through  gossip 


One  learns  about  domestic  discords,  sexual  aberrations, 
family  skeletons,  lll^gslned  weslth,  feuds,  spite  fences, 
black  Sheep,  crlulnsl  records  and  alcoholism.  The  major 
preoccupation,  hosever,  la  reserved  for  "whst  he's  worth" 
In  the  strictly  monetary  and  material  meaning  of  the  ex« 
preaalon.  (42; 


their  work/leisure  ratio  to 
accomodate  for  lelaur^^'l's  a decision  which  partly  reveals 
their  psychological  orientation  to  economic  mobility.  (60) 


Again,  the  fact  that  doctors  and 
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